[Emergency EEG and brain injuries].
The aim of this study is to review indications for emergency EEG in case of brain trauma. The authors emphasize the indication of emergency EEG for the diagnosis of either cerebral death or early post traumatic seizures, and for the monitoring of intensive neurological treatments. Emergency EEG and diagnosis of cerebral death has been reviewed in another issue of this journal. Diagnosis of early post-traumatic seizures may be difficult in case of cranial trauma in either the presence or the absence of coma. Emergency EEG help guide the diagnosis of electrical signs of seizures, thus indicating that treatment with antiepileptic drugs is advisable. Severe post-traumatic coma requires barbiturate impregnation and moderate hypothermia. In this last case, emergency EEG is essential for the monitoring of pharmacological treatments. The authors conclude that continuous EEG monitoring could in the future substitute for standard EEG recorded in emergency.